
CUCULUS SINENSIS. 

Character Generic us. 

Rojlrum teretiufculum. 

Nares margine prominulae. 

Lingua fagittata, plana, integra. 

Pedes fcanforii. 

Lin. Syjl. Nat. p. 168. 

Character Specific us, &c. 

CUCULUS macrourus cseruleus, fubtus niveus, 

caudse tedlricibus redtricibulque macula ni- 

vea notatis. 

CUCULUS cauda cuneiformi macroura, corpora 

caeruleo fubtus albo, redtricum apicibus ma¬ 

cula alba. 

Lin. Syjl. Nat. p. 171. 

CUCULUS finenlis cseruleus. 

Brijf. av. 4. p. 157. t. 14. 

Ab erudito BrilTono mutuatus fum hanc defcrip- 

tionem, qua nulla poffit effe plenior et accuratior. 

<c Speciem illam nondum mihi videre contigit. 

Ipfius defcriptionem defumpfi ab icone in Sina ad 
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vivum depi&a a D. Poivre; et fic earn seri infculp- 

tam die curavi. 

Merulam crafiitie circiter sequat. Ipfius lon- 

gitudo ab apice roftri ad caudam extremam tre- 

decim circiter pollices explet, etad extremos ungues 

feptem pollices et novem lineas. Roftrum ab ipfius 

apice ad oris angulos ufque undecim lineas longum 

eft; cauda feptem pollices et fex lineas ; pes decern 

cum femi lineas ; digitorum anticorum extimus cum 

ungue undecim lineas, intimus novem lineas; pof- 

ticorum exterior decern lineas, interior quinque cum 

femi lineas. Alae complicatae ultra caudae exortum 

non multum protenduntur. Summum caput albore 

nitet, minutifque variegatur maculis cseruleis. To- 

tum reliquum caput et guttur nigricant: color au- 

tem nigricans fuper inferiorem colli partem in acu¬ 

men protenditur. In utroque capitis latere macula 

exftat rotunda Candida, pone oculum pofita. Pars 

colli fuperior, dorfum, pennre fcapulares et fupe- 

riores alarum teftrices fplendidiffimi caerulei funt 

colons, exccptis tamen fuperioribus alarum tedlri- 

cibus majoribus a corporeremotioribusalbis. Uro- 

pygium dilutifiimo tingitur cteruleo. Superiores 

caudae teclrices eodem imbuuntur caeruleo ac dorfum 

ipfum tingitur, et ex iftis quaelibet majufcula ma¬ 

cula ovata nivea verfus apicem infignitur. Collum 

inferius et ad latera, pedtus, venter, latera, crura, 

inferiorefque caudae tecftrices niveo candore nitent. 

Alarum remiges majores funt ab ipfarum exortu rae- 

diam verfus longitudinem ufque dilutiffime caeruleae, 

a medietate ad apicem eodem ac dorfum caeruleo 

imbutae : minores quoque dorfo concolores. Cau- 
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dam componunt decern re<ftrices fplendidifllme cse- 

rulete, majufcula macula ovata nivea verfus ipfarum 

apicem notatae. Binae intermediae utrinque proxime 

fequentem trium pollicum et totidem linearum lon- 

gitudine excedunt: laterales vero gradatim longitu- 

dine minuuntur ad utrinque extimamufqueunumpol- 

licem et novern tantum lineas longam. Oculorum 

jrides rubrae. Mandibulae fuperioris bafis quibuf- 

dam obfita eft plumulis rigidis, piliformibus, an- 

trorfum verfis. Roftrum, pedes, unguefque rubent. 

Habitat in Sina,” 



THE 

CHINESE CUCKOW. 

Generic Character. 

Bill fomewhat bending:. 

Nojlrils bounded by a fmall rim. 

Tongue fhort, pointed. 

Feet fcanforial. 

Specific Character, &c. 

Long-tailed blue CUCKOW, white beneath; the 

tail-feathers and their coverts each marked 

with a white fpot. 

Le COCOU bleu de la Chine. 

BriJ. 4. p. 157. 

SAN-HIA de la Chine. 

Buf. ois. 6. p. 389. 

jl he Chineie Cuckow is thus defcribed with ela¬ 

borate exadtnefs by the celebrated ornitholoo-ift 

Briffon. & 

" Not having feen the bird myfelf, I have given 

its defcription from a drawing taken from the life 

in China by Monf. Poivre. It is about the fize of 

a black- 







a blackbird: its length, from the tip of the bill to the 

end of the tail, is about thirteen inchesj and to the end 

of the claws about feven inches and nine lines. The 

bill, from the tip to the corners of the mouth, eleven 

lines: the tail feven inches and fix lines: the foot ten 

lines and a half: the exterior fore-toe, with the claw, 

eleven lines ; the interior nine lines; the exterior 

hind-toe ten lines; the interior five lines and a half. 

The wings, when clofed, do not reach much beyond 

the beginning of the tail. The top of the head is of 

a clear white, variegated with minute fpecks of 

blue: all the reft of the head, with the throat, is 

blackifh : the blacknefs being produced on the lower 

part of the neck into a fharpened form. On each 

fide the head is a round white fpot, placed behind 

the eye. The upper part of the neck, the back, 

the fcapular feathers, and the upper wing-coverts 

are of a moft brilliant blue, except the larger upper 

wing-coverts fartheft from the body, which are 

white: the rump is of a very pale blue: the upper 

tail-coverts are of the fame blue color with the back, 

and are each marked with a rather large, fnow-white 

fpot towards the end : the lower part and fides of the 

neck, the breaft, belly, fides ot the body, thighs, 

and lower tail-coverts are of a beautiful fnow-white. 

The larger wing- feathers are of a very pale blue from 

their origins to their middles ; and from their mid¬ 

dles to their tips of the fame blue with the back: 

the fmaller wing-feathers are alfo of the fame color 

with the back. The tail is compofed of ten feathers 

of a very bright blue, each marked towards the tip 

with a largiih fnow-white fpot: the two middle 

feather 
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feathers exceed in length the two next them on each 

fide by three inches and as many lines; but the fide- 

feathers Ihorten gradually to the exterior one on each 

fide, which is only one inch and nine lines in length. 

The irides of the eyes are red : the bafe of the upper 

mandible is befet with fome fmall, ftiff, hair-like 

feathers, turned forwards. The beak, feet, and 

claws are red. It is a native of China.” 


